Ministry of Justice






Forensic report no. 

Forensic Medicine Department




123/2010 Office
Office of chief forensic doctor

In case no 4783/2010 administrative Sidi Gaber

We, Prof. El Sebai Ahmed El Sebai, chair of the forensic department sector and senior forensic doctor, Dr. Ayman Hussein Mohamed Qamar executive director of the technical office of the chair of forensic medicine sector, Dr. Adel Mohamed Abdallah El Berri, forensic doctor at the technical office of the chair of the forensic medicine sector, upon request from the appeal prosecution of Alexandria in the above mentioned case have on the 16th of June 2010 exhumed the body of the deceased/ Khaled Mohamed Said Mohamed Sobhi, re-examined its external appearance and did an autopsy to define the injured of the body, their causes, the date and the method of their infliction and the instruments used in their causation and whether they could have resulted from any of the two scenarios presented in the memo of the prosecution as well as identify the cause of the death and whether it could have been a result of any of the two scenarios present in the memo of the prosecution; also to decide whether the injuries documented in the autopsy report no. 740/2010 Alexandria forensic department could have resulted in the death, as well as clarifying the possibility of forcefully inserting the found packet in the laryngopharynx of the deceased whether alive or after his death – As well as clarifying whether the photos sent with the file were taken before or after the autopsy was completed in addition to responding to the objections mentioned in the two attached defense memos.  

Accordingly we have decided the following:

First: Circumstances of the incident:

According to what officer Mohamed Thabet, assistant investigation office at Sidi Gaber police station has recorded in his memo dated 7/6/201 at 1.30 a.m. that the police station was informed of an injured person in Mobastes street within the circulate of the station. Moving to the location it was found that the injured was named Khaled Mohamed Said Mohamed Sobhi. He was lying on the ground in a state of extreme exhaustion. He called the ambulance, car no. 967 Alexandria ambulance, driven by Ashraf Abdel Aziz Shalaby and paramedic Abdallah Ahmed Abdallah who took him to hospital. The author of the memo met Mahmoud Salah Mahmoud secret police sergeant at the police station and Awad Ismail Soliman, secret informer at the police station, both of the public security of Cleopatra district. Asking them about the circumstances of the incident they said that while they were reviewing the security situation in Cleopatra district they saw Kahled Mohamed Said, registered in the investigation unit at the police station and wanted to do term for a number of court sentences against him, walking with Mohamed Radwan Abdel Hamid Radwan, known as Mohamed Hashisha. As soon as he saw them he tried to escape. They followed him, managed to catch him and found him holding a packet in his right hand. They tried to take it away from him but he resisted them, took them by surprise and swallowed the packet despite his companion's advice to give it up. Thereafter he developed a state of severe exhaustion. The two policemen, his companion and some bystanders from the area tried to help him until the ambulance arrived. 

Questioning his companion, Mohamed Radwan Mohamed, he said that Khaled had taken some narcotic tablets, since he is habituated to that and when he saw the two secret policemen he tried to escape holding in his hand a packet of Bango, but they managed to catch him, upon which he swallowed the packet, which he held in his hand and developed severe exhaustion and lost consciousness. Some of the bystanders also gave their testimony. Those are Sherief Sami Mahmoud El Sayed and Alaa El Din Ali Ahmed Ibrahim. 

Annexed to the memo of the prosecution was the criminal record of Khaled Mohamed Said Mohamed Sobhi. Reviewing the record it shows that Khaled was born on the 27th of January 1982, unemployed, living in 37 Mobastes street, Sidi Gaber police station circulate. He has a criminal record no. 17060/13 and has been previously accused in cases no. 1629/2000 Sidi Gaber misdemeanor (harassing a female), 333/2008 military misdemeanor (escaping military service); 419/2008 emergency state security misdemeanor (possession of white weapon); 7439/2009 Sidi Gaber misdemeanor (theft). 

He was also sentenced in case 419/2008 emergency state security misdemeanor with one month imprisonment and 50 LE fine in the session dated 4/2/2009 registered under 60/2009 as well as a sentence in absentia in case 7439/2009 Sidi Gaber misdemeanor of one month imprisonment. 

At 1.40 a.m. on the 7thof June 2010 a note arrived in Sidi Gaber police station from the Alexandria ambulance department indicating the death of Khaled Mohamed Said Mohamed upon his transfer in a state of severe exhaustion from Mobastes street, and that the body was taken to the morgue of the ambulance department. 

At 3.20 a.m. of the same day the public prosecution moved to the morgue of the ambulance department in Kom El Dekka to examine the body of the deceased, and found that it was the body of a young man in the third decade, of average length and built, in full clothes. It was observed that he had bruises below his right eye, lacerations in both forearms and right knee and bruises in both lips, and several tattoos in different parts of the corpse. No other injuries were detected. 

On the same day the public prosecution ordered the appointment of a forensic doctor to do the postmortem of the body of the deceased to identify the cause, date and method of death and whether there was any foreign body, as well as clarifying its nature, as well as determine whether there was any evidence of violence on the body and whether the deceased had any narcotic substances in his body and whether his death was a result of that. 

Questioning Mahmoud Salah Mahmoud Ghazala, 26 years old, third secret police sergeant in the district of Cleopatra, Sidi Gaber investigation circulate he testified that while he was walking with his colleague, secret police sergeant Awad Ismail in Mobastes street, he saw the deceased Khaled Mohamed Said walking with Mohamed Radwan Abdel Hamid Radwan. He stopped him since he was wanted for two court sentences, upon which the deceased retreated from where he was standing in the direction of the entrance of a cyber café firmly holding in his hand something which he could not identify and which he refused to give him. He then took him by surprise and swallowed what he was holding in his grip, upon which he fell to the ground and started kicking the floor with his feet. He tried to save him by trying to remove what he had swallowed. Bystanders also gathered trying to save him. He then called the ambulance and it came and carried the deceased. He added that the injuries seen on the body of the deceased are a result of his falling to the ground upon swallowing the packet which he had in his hand and then his fall again during his transfer to the ambulance, since many people were trying to carry him. 
Questioning Awad Ismail Soliman, 32 years old, police sergeant at Sidi Gaber police station and secret security inspector in the Cleopatra district he testified as he did previously that he had nothing to do with the injured seen on the body of the deceased. 

Questioning Mohamed Abdel Hamid Radwan, 26 years old, employee at the Alexandria oil company he testified to the public prosecution that on the 6/6/201 about 9 p.m. he went to visit the deceased at his home and remained some time with him, before the latter asked him to accompany him to the street to meet one of his relatives. Before leaving together the deceased took some tablets of the narcotics known as Tramadol and Aptril and while walking together they met a relative of the deceased who gave him a transparent packet, which the deceased showed him and told him that it had Bango and asked him to return home with him to smoke some of it. Upon their return to the residence of the deceased they saw Mahmoud Salah and Awad Ismail, two policemen at the Sidi Gaber police station, who stopped them. As soon as they tried to stop them the deceased tried to enter in one of the cyber cafes in the location. The two policemen followed him, while he was firmly holding the packet in his hand to avoid being caught while in his possession. When they tried to take the packet from him he took them by surprise and swallowed it resulting in his fall to the ground. Some of the bystanders tried to save him but they failed. Then an ambulance arrived to take him to hospital. Upon his transport to the ambulance he fell. The witness denied any aggression or violence by Mahmoud Salah Mahmoud or Awad Ismail Soliman. He thinks it is more likely that the death was a result of swallowing the packet that he had in his hand when they attempted to arrest him, or excessive use of narcotic pills as mentioned before.  
Questioning Alaa El Din Ali Ahmed Ibrahim, 38 years old, owns fish shop, he said that while he was sitting on one of the cafes he saw the deceased and the previous witness walking together. As soon as they saw Mahmoud Salah Mahmoud and Awad Ismail the deceased tried to take refuge in one of the internet cafes at the location of the incident, holding in his hands something, which he later heard from bystanders was a packet of Bango or heroin. As soon as he swallowed the packet he fell to the ground. The witness and some other bystanders at the location tried to rescue him by giving him some water or extracting the packet from his mouth but they failed until the ambulance arrived. Upon his transfer into the ambulance he fell from his carriers, one of whom was the witness himself, causing those injuries seen on his body. 
Questioning Sherief Sami Mahmoud Sami, 33 years old, technician, he said that he was with the previous witness, Alaa el Din Ali Ahmed Ibrahim, on the same café and he saw the same thing and confirmed the testimony of the previous witness adding that no violence was done to the deceased by those who tried to arrest him. 

Questioning Abdallah Ahmed Abdallah Hussein, 29 years old, paramedic, he testified that the ambulance department received a notice regarding a person in a state of loss of consciousness in Mobastes street. He went in Alexandria ambulance car no. 976 and saw the deceased at the location of the incident. He was lying at the entrance of one of the buildings, heavily soaked in water. His heart was still beating. Together with some bystanders he put him on the trolley and while the bystanders were carrying him he fell to the ground causing a bruise to his face. He was carried again and brought inside the ambulance, where he was connected to the necessary equipment to resuscitate him. But he died before admission into hospital so he was taken to the morgue. 
Questioning Ashraf Abdel Aziz Shalabi, 48 years old, driver of ambulance no. 976, Alexandria he confirmed the statements of the previous witness. 
Questioning Mrs. Laila Marzouk El Sayed, 66 years old, mother of the deceased (housewife) she testified in the interrogations that she heard from some bystanders at the location of the incident about the death of her son Khaled Mohamed Said and that the death was a result of two secret policemen aggressing him, one of them called Mahmoud and the other Awad, and that the two carried her deceased son in a police car to an unknown location before coming back and throwing his body at the location of the incident and calling the ambulance despite his death. She accused the two previous policemen of beating him to death and stated that the deceased used to smoke cigarettes that contained Hashish and requested to listen to the testimony of somebody called Mohamed Mohamed Naim Fares and others who have witnessed the incident. 

Questioning Mohamed Mohamed Naim Fares, 35 years old, porter, he testified that he works as a guard in one of the buildings at the location of the incident. While he was present inside the building he heard a noise and went out to check and this is when he saw the deceased holding on to the gate o the building while two secret police men were trying to force him to the ground and trying to force something out of his mouth, then they beat him up which resulted in bleeding from his nose. They then called an officer who came in a police car. They took the deceased in the car and then returned some 10 minutes later and threw him at the entrance of the building, upon which a doctor who happened to be sanding by examined him and decided that his heart has stopped. He tried to save him by giving him a sip of water and then said that he had died. Then the ambulance arrived to carry the body. When they were carrying him to the ambulance he fell to the ground from his carriers and his the ground heavily. The witness then said that he does not know whether the deceased had died before the transfer to hospital. 
Questioning Ahmed Masoud Barakat, 23 years old, baker, he said that while he was present in one of the cafes at the location of the incident he saw two men from the secret police holding the deceased and attacking him y hitting his head against the wall of that building before he fell to the ground. A doctor among the bystanders came and examined him and decided he was dead, so one of the policemen who attacked him carried him over his shoulder and took him to an unknown location. He then later returned in a police car with the deceased and threw him at the location of the incident. Then the ambulance came and took his body. 
Questioning Salem Hassan Ahmed Mohamed Ahmed, 18 years, student, he said that he came on his own accord to give his testimony to the incident. He said that while he was standing at the entrance of building no. 36 Mobastes street with a number of his friends, he saw two secret police men stopping the deceased and his companion Mohamed Radwan who was permitted to leave, while they began beating the deceased and then took him to the entrance of the building where the witness was standing and continued to attack him until he fell to the ground. Then one of them put his finger in the mouth of the deceased trying to extract what was inside. Then he noticed that the deceased stopped moving before a police car came to the location of the incident. Inside it were a number of secret policemen. Three of them left the car, carried the deceased and left. After about 10 minutes they returned again and threw his body at the entrance of the building. He said that he was the neighbor of the deceased who was known in the neighborhood to be tense and drug addict.
The appeal prosecution of Alexandria continued the investigations:
Questioning Haitham Hassan Hanafi Mesbah, 25 years old, owner of the cyber café, he said that on the day of the incident, and while he was standing at the outer gate of his shop he saw Khaled Mohamed Said – the deceased to the mercy of God – and behind him at a distance of about two meters one of his friends called Mohamed Radwan coming towards him. They were walking normally. As soon as the former walked into the shop to meet one of his friends present inside he was taken by surprise by the two policemen Mahmoud Salah and Awad Ismail who followed him inside the shop and then pushed him and hit his head violently against the piece of marble present at the entrance of the café. Haitham and his father then ordered them to leave the café. They took Khaled Said to the entrance of an immediate neighboring building and pushed him against the iron door of the building. They beat him, slapping him on the face and all over his body, then they pushed him to the ground which led to hitting his head against the stairs. In addition policeman Mohamed Salah strangulated Khaled Said by the neck using one of his hands and held his head by the other hand hitting its left side against the stairs, while saying: I shall not leave you before I have killed you. He continued punching him in the face, which resulted in the loss of two of his upper right teeth. The other policeman was kicking him in his abdomen and other parts of his body. They did not leave him before he stopped moving completely. He was bleeding from his head and mouth. One of the doctors among the bystanders decided that he was dead. Then a police car came and took the deceased claiming they will try to resuscitate him, but then it returned again no later than 7 minutes. The two policemen then threw the body at the entrance of the building where the aggression took place and called the ambulance. When it arrived, the paramedic realized he was dead but the officer present them forced him to carry the body. He obeyed. He concluded his testimony denying that the deceased had swallowed any narcotic substances that led to this death.
Questioning Hassan Hanafi Mesbah, 62 years old, owner of the Mesbah shop he confirmed the previous story regarding the attack on Khaled Said in his café. 

Since it is documented in the autopsy report that the injuries seen on the body of Khaled Mohamed Said, described by external examination, are vital and recent; those described under item (a) are traumatic resulting from collision with solid object or objects of whatever nature; those described under item (b) are frictional traumatic resulting from collision and friction with a rough surfaced body or bodies of whatever nature, similar to what occurs from falling to the ground; and those described under item (c) are nail abrasions; and that those injuries are minor and are not related to the causation of death, and that the death resulted from aspiration asphyxia as a result of block of air passages by the package that was found stuck in the area of the laryngopharynx.

Requestioning Laila Marzouk El Sayed, mother of the deceased, in the interrogations, she said that she heard what is no different from the two previous testimonies that two policemen have attacked her son, beating him until he died, and that their intent was to kill him. She added that she saw her son in the morgue before the autopsy was one and she realized the presence of several injuries on him, he was bleeding, he had lost several of his teeth. She said that the claim that bango packet claimed by other witnesses to have been swallowed by her son is not true. She accused the two policemen of attacking her son and inserting the packet in his mouth during the time when they took him in their police car and then returned him again to the location of the incident. She accused them of inserting the packet in his mouth and concluded by requesting another autopsy to be done to the body of her son and the appointment of a tripartite forensic committee to re-do the autopsy and contested the first forensic report. 
Questioning Ahmed Said Qassem, 49 years old, Egyptian American and brother of the deceased, he said in the interrogation that he heard what has been testified by Haitham Hassan Hanafi Mesbah, Hassan Hanafi Mesbah as well as his mother. He concluded by accusing the police of aggressing his brother, beating him and causing his death. He said that they intended to kill him and that he died before he was taken in the ambulance. He concluded requesting an exhuming of the body of his brother and a repetition of the autopsy, contesting the conclusion of the first forensic report. 

Questioning Mohamed Mohamed Abdel Aziz, 33 years old, forensic doctor in Alexandria, he said in the interrogations what is no different from what has been documented in the autopsy report. He added that there was not any recent loss of teeth in the body of the deceased except a partial loss of the upper front incisor as mentioned in the report, not any recent vital fracture of any other teeth, the head did not have any obvious injuries except those mentioned in the report concerning the face and the rest of the body; and that the injuries seen in the right and left cheek and the upper right side of the forehead and the upper and lover lips may have happened as a result of slapping of the deceased by others; the same applies to the nail abrasions; there is nothing technical to exclude that the injuries in the face, the forehead and the lips could have happened as a result of collision against a wall or stairs or an iron door; dissecting the head we did not find any evidence of injury of the inside of the scalp, the skull bones were find in a normal condition; the brain was normal and this means that the injuries in the face, presumably happening according to the description of the mother of the deceases and her witnesses were not severe enough to leave an impact on the head that can be exposed in the autopsy; the congestion of the brain is a result of the aspiration asphyxia which caused the death and which resulted in lack of oxygen. He added that he found the packet in the laryngopharynx; it was longitudinally stuck and to extract it he did a longitudinal incision that began at the lower lip through the chin and the neck, then the chest and abdomen ending at the pubis. He stated that he did not remove any teeth during the autopsy to reach the found packet. He said that the deceased could have swallowed such a packet as it was found, but it is difficult to imagine that such a packet could have been inserted into his mouth forcefully while he was love in view of the strength of the muscles of the jaw. This could happen in the case of the elderly and children, but in this case it would be hard to imagine the expansion of the packet as it was found stuck in the area of the laryngopharynx of the deceased. He said it was impossible to forcefully insert this packet after the death of Khaled Said. He explained the death of the deceased to aspiration asphyxia as a result of the packet which was found stuck in the area of the laryngopharynx and that the observed injuries are considered minor injuries and did not cause the death. He concluded that the autopsy did not reveal any pathological condition in the deceases which could explain that the attack against him, as described by the witnesses of the mother of the deceased, - assuming it happened – could have caused the death or accelerated the death, since no pathological condition was detected. 
The representatives of the mother and brother of the deceased submitted three memos explaining the reasons for contesting the autopsy report. 

Second: Forensic report no. 740/2010 – Alexandria:

It stated that upon the request of Sidi Gaber prosecution the author of the report on the 7th of June 2010 at 1 p.m. at the Esaaf morgue carried out the autopsy of the body of the deceased Khaled Mohamed Said Sobhi. The report contained the following: 

1- The memo of the prosecution: explaining the circumstances of the incident, no different from what has been documented in the previous section. 

2- External examination:

* The body - was kept in the fridge. It is the body of a male, in the late years of the third decade, in a state of rigor mortis with a dark coloration of the back of the body. There is a tattoo on the left side of the chest and the median side of the wrist, as well as severe congestion of the face and the conjunctiva of both eyes, and cyanotic bluish coloration of both lips and underneath the nails.

The following vital injuries were observed in the body:
A- Five traumatic bruises, one of them 3x2 cm on the right cheek opposite the Zygomatic bone; and another 2x2 cm on the upper right side of the forehead 3 cm to the right of the midline and about 2 cm below the front hairline; the third about 2x1 cm on the left cheek, its edges about 1x1 and 1x1/2 cm on the inside and the middle of the upper and lower lips in addition to the loss of part the upper front incisor on the right side. 

B- Five friction (traumatic) abrasions about 3x1 cm, 1x2 cm and 1x1 cm on the back of the right elbow and another 1x1 cm on the back of the left elbow, and another 2x2 cm in front of the right knee.  

C- Five scratch fingernail abrasions about 1 cm long in the lower part of the right side of the face. 

The clothes found on the body have no tears or suspicious pollutions. A black T-shirt, with designs and writings in a foreign language. Grey shorts and a grey slip. 

3- Autopsy 

(1) Head: The scalp was found free of hemorrhages, bruises. The bones of the skull were normal and the brain was congested. The brain and the meninges showed no evidence of bruising. 
(2) The neck: A packet of transparent plastic, 7.5 cm x 2 cm was seen, containing a suspicious greenish material, which was found stuck in the area of the laryngopharynx, obstructing the air passage. It was extracted, and sealed under our supervision. The epiglottis was found to be in a state of acute edema and congestion, the lining mucosa of the trachea was severely congested.. the rest of the neck showed no abnormalities including the hyoid bone and tracheal cartilages. 

(3) Chest: The chest cage was normal; the chest cavity showed no effusion or bleeding; both lungs were in a state of acute edema and congestion, with several petechial hemorrhages on the surfaces and between the lobes. The heart was normal. 

(4) Abdomen: The peritoneal cavity was free of effusions or bleeding; the overall bowels were free of traumatic injuries; they were congested; the stomach had non specific semi digested food; no obvious suspicious odor was detected; its lining mucosa was normal and the contents of the intestines were normal.
· We examined the bones of the pelvis and the vertebral column and the extremities and were found to be uniformly stiff.

· We took samples of the bowels and the blood, which were sealed by us. 

· We have sent the confiscated sealed packet to the chemical laboratory of the department in Alexandria to be identified and whether or not it was Bango. We have also sent the samples taken from the bowels and the blood to the same laboratory to analyze for Bango and the remainder of narcotic substances. 

4- The report concluded with the following opinion: 

The injuries observed in the body of the person named Khalid are vital and recent. The section described by external observation under item (1) is traumatic resulting from collision with solid object or objects of whatever nature; those described under item (2) are frictional traumatic resulting from collision and friction with a rough surfaced body or bodies of whatever nature, similar to what occurs from falling to the ground; those described under item (3) nail abrasion – The above mentioned injuries are minor and are not related to causation of death.
· We believe that the death is a result of aspiration asphyxia as a result of block of air passages by the packet that was found stuck in the area of the laryngopharynx, in accordance to the memo of the prosecution. 
· The autopsy was done less than one day after the death.

· As soon as we receive the results of the chemical laboratory, we shall inform the prosecution thereof.

Third: Procedures of Exhumation

The committee moved to the appeal prosecution in Alexandria at about 10 a.m. on the 16th of June 2010. The arrival of the committee for the exhumation of the body and carrying out an autopsy was documented in the procedural memo by the chief prosecutor.

The committee together with the prosecution then went to El Manara graveyards and in the presence of representatives of the family of the deceased and the undertaker and after identifying the grave where the body was buried, it was opened and the body was exhumed.  

The body was shrouded in three layers of white cloth, stained by postmortem leakages in some of its parts. Members of the family present identified the body of the deceased. 

Fourth: External Examination

Removing the layers of the shroud we found a body of a male, of average height and built, at the end of the third decade, in a state of severe postmortem soft decay. Postmortem deposit was dark all over the back except for unspecified parts in view of elements of disintegration and putrefaction.. The body shows a non-vital smooth edged incision, coronal at the head extending until behind the ears, and another similar one, vertical extending from the border of the lower lip of the mouth through the neck, chest and abdomen along the midline until the pubis, both of which are the incisions done in an autopsy. 
Rot worms are widespread in the body, reaching 1.5 cm in length, gnawing in some parts of the skin, especially the back and behind the shoulders. The eyes are in a state of postmortem decomposition and cannot be judged. 
The lips show cyanotic darkness as well as underneath the nails. 

We observed a tattoo on the left side of the front of the chest and another on the media side of the right forearm. 

External examination of the body showed the following: 

1) Dark coloration of the middle of the forehead, to the right of the midline, about 3 cm long and below the front hair line. (we noticed that the hair has been shaved by sharp blade) – its dimensions about 2x2 cm, passing through a non-vital incision involving all layers of the skin (as done in an autopsy). The tissues inside are similarly dark.
2) Similar coloration on the right cheek, to the outside and below the outer border of the right eye, above the cheek bone, of nonspecific shape, its widest dimensions are about 3x2 cm. And another similar one in the middle of the left side of the face on an area about 2 x 1 cm. 

3) Two dark colored areas on the inner surface of the upper lip 1x1 cm, opposite which we observed the loss of tip of the right upper central incisor (about 3 mm compared to the incisor on the opposite side), as well as similar coloration on the edge of the lower lip about 1/2 x 1 cm opposite the one described previously. 

4) Several frictional bruises, dark colored, on the back of the right wrist covering an area of about 5x2 cm as well as several similar abrasions on the back of the left wrist in an area of 2 x 2 cm – and a third similar one on the front of the right knows on an area 3 x 2 cm (all of which are intercepted with non-vital incisions as done during an autopsy)

Fifth: Autopsy

Head: the scalp does not show any discoloration or any indication of hemorrhage. The bones of the skull, vault and base are normal and do not show any fractures. We found the brain inside the cavity of the skull with a number of incisions done during an autopsy. The brain is in the early stages of postmortem decay and does not show any dark coloration or hemorrhages. We also found some parts of the meninges showing no changes in color or bleeding.

Face and neck: The tissues of the face opposite the bruises described on the forehead, face and upper and lower lips show dark coloration of hemorrhagic effusions; otherwise they are free of changes in coloration or effusions. Bones of the face and jaws are free and show no fractures. Examination of the buccal cavity, the throat and the epiglottis from the inside we found a dark coloration specific for hemorrhagic effusion in parts of the mucosal lining of the back of the throat and epiglottis. We found a dissecting split of the tongue connected to the larynx, the trachea and both lungs. A non-vital incision (as done in autopsy) passes through the laryngeal cartilages, the frontal wall of the trachea and both its main branches to the navel of the lung  as well as surrounding the hyoid bone.

We found the hyoid bone to be normal, bony, surrounding tissue showing no change in color or indications of hemorrhage. The mucosal lining of part of the upper border of the left horn of the thyroid cartilage showed a dark coloration specific for a hemorrhagic effusion 1 x 1 1/2 cm. The laryngeal cartilages are normal. The mucosa of the trachea is in the early stages of decomposition showing no specific pathologic changes. We found a non-vital incision passing through the esophagus (as done in autopsy). The mucosal lining was in the early state of postmortem decomposition, showing no specific signs of pathology. The cervical vertebrae were normal showing no fractures. 

Chest: The wall of the chest is free of any changes in color secondary to hemorrhagic effusions. Parts of the ribs are attached to the sternum. The chest plate has been removed by a non-vital incision as done in autopsy. It is normal and free of fractures. All ribs and both clavicles are normal and free of fractures. 
Heart: shows non-vital incisions as done in autopsy. In the early stages of postmortem decomposition. No evidence of pathological change or injuries detected. 

Abdomen: The wall of the abdomen is free of any change in coloration or hemorrhagic effusions. Internal organs, the liver, the spleen, both kidneys, the stomach and the two types of intestines, show non-vital incisions as done in autopsy. Some have been removed (as samples). None showed any pathological changes or evidence of trauma. We found a longitudinal non-vital incision (as done in autopsy) in the penis and scrotum. Tissues inside showed no change in color. 

The bones of the pelvis, and the vertebral columns are normal and show no fractures. We felt the rest of the bones of the body and found they were normal.

Sixth: Laboratory results

We received the report of the chemical laboratory in Alexandria no. 345 K 2010 concerning the examination of the findings of case no. 7438/2010 administrative Sidi Gaber sent by the forensic department of Alexandria by the number 740 Alexandria forensics on the 8th of June 2010. These are: 

a- one container with a plastic packet containing a green substance.
b- 4 containers inside them samples from the bowels, blood and urine. 

Taken from the body of Khaled Mohamed Said Mohamed, sealed by the seal of Dr. Mohamed Mohamed Abdel Aziz. Examination of the containers revealed that the packet contains the plant Bango, while the bowels showed metabolites of Hashish and Tramadol. 

Seventh: Examination of case exhibits
An envelope sealed in three locations with the seal of prosecutor Mohamed Yucef, deputy to the public prosecutor saying: a beige envelope, of average size inside which are three photographs of the deceased Khaled Mohamed Said taken by his brother in case 7438/2010 administrative Sidi Gaber.

Opening it we found three photographs, size 17.5 x 12.5, on the back of each the signature of the chief prosecutor in green ink, dated 16 June 2010. One of them shows two knees and parts of a white cloth on beige marble, the other shows the right side and right forearm and a piece of cotton covering the chest and face on beige marble, the last showing the face of the deceased after the autopsy with a stitched incision including the lower lip, moved down showing the jaw and teeth, with a dark hemorrhagic stain below the head of the deceased on a beige marble.
Eighth: Responding to the objections

(1)  Responding to the memo of objections submitted from El Nadim Center
1- Taking samples for pathology is only done in cases where there is suspicion. However in cases where the forensic doctor confirms the presence of obvious congestion or edema or pathological or traumatic changes, there is no need to take samples for pathology since the forensic doctor has confirmed the presence of such signs during autopsy. 

2- Signs of asphyxia described in the forensic report regarding the presence of dark precipitation on the back of the body and severe congestion of the face and conjunctiva of both eyes, cyanotic blue coloration of both lips and beneath the nails, congestion of the brain, acute edema and congestion of both lungs in addition to petechial hemorrhages on the surface, all of those together confirm asphyxia caused by the plastic packet that was found stuck in the area of the laryngopharynx, in addition to the congestion of the tissues around it indicating that the asphyxia, clearly obvious thorough external examination and autopsy, is a result of obstruction of the air passages by a foreign body before the death. As for the mention of a book by Dr. Hesham Farag, there is no internationally acknowledged forensic reference and approved by renowned forensic medicine scientists by this name.  

3- As for not taking samples from the brain: no petechial hemorrhages or effusion was found in the brain. The brain was congested and free of any injuries. It was therefore not necessary to take a sample from the brain for pathological examination.   
Regarding what was mentioned that in the case of concussion the weight of the brain increases by about 100 gm showing petechial hemorrhages, we wish to add that no such petechiae were seen on the brain. It is also known that the weight of an adult brain ranges between 1250 to 1400 gm. If a person suffers concussion and it was shown that the brain weighs 1350 gm we cannot conclude that the person has brain concussion since the weight of the brain in that case is within the normal weight. To diagnose a case of brain concussion in that case we have to know the weight of the brain before the injury which is practically impossible and its weight after the injury
4- The external examination and autopsy done to the body immediately after the death was enough to diagnose the case and did not necessitate taking sample for pathology after exhumation. 

5- It is not necessary to do an x-ray for the skull and heart to diagnose the condition of the bones, since the autopsy and examination of those bones are enough to decide whether or not there are any fissures or fractures.  

(2)  Responding to the memo of objections by the defense committee

1. Concerning the color of the blood it is known from external examination that the postmortem blood precipitation on the back of the body is dark. The committee did not see any pictures of the deceased after the death and before the autopsy. 

Also the pictures seen by the committee were seen after the autopsy and show the presence of dark blackish blood below the head of the victim

2. Not mentioning the presence of liquidity of the blood and the extent of that liquidity does not exclude its presence since the forensic doctor can settle for the facts he has reached and which are enough to reach a conclusion regarding the cause of death. It is not necessary to mention all manifestations and consequences of asphyxia as long as only some of those manifestations are enough to conclude the cause of death. 

3. The third objection is contrary to what has been mentioned in the forensic report, since it mentioned in the section on external examination that the postmortem bluish coloration was dark at the back of the body. The reports also mentioned the presence of severe congestion (bluish) of the face. It is not necessary to find bulging of the eyes in the case of asphyxia. 
4. Regarding the issue of blood in the heart and the presence of foam in the lungs, as we mentioned before the forensic doctor may settle with the signs he found to reach a conclusion regarding the cause of death and does not have to mention all sings present in the body.

5. Protrusion of the tongue happens only in cases where there is pressure on the throat and lifting of the back of the tongue resulting in forward protrusion of the front of the tongue outside the mouth.

In our case there was no pressure on the throat from the outside, but an obstruction of air passages from the inside resulting in asphyxia.  

6. The abrasions described in both lips, one of them is 1 x 1 cm in the upper lip and the other 1 x 0.5 cm in the lower lip. It is larger than the size of the nails. Since the nail abrasions are usually 1 cm long and its width always less than 0.5 cm. those abrasions happen as a result of friction with solid body or bodies of a rough surface of whatever nature. 
7. The description of the packet says that it is made of transparent plastic, 7.5 cm x 2.5 cm in size containing a green substance (proved to be Bango). From the description of the packet it can be concluded that it is a soft body that can be easily swallowed without causing injuries such as abrasions or cut wounds in the pharynx. However in view of its large size and it being stuck inside the laryngopharynx it resulted in congestion of the epiglottis and severe edema and congestion of the mucosal lining of the trachea. That was a result of the obstruction of a soft body (the large plastic packet) inside the laryngopharynx and obstructing the respiratory pathway. 

As a result of pressure by the laryngopharynx on the packet it caused the edema and congestion of the epiglottis and the congestion of the trachea.  
It is known that the tracheal cartilages begin after the trachea and that the packet did not reach the tracheal cartilages since it got stuck between the pharynx and the trachea and did not reach the tracheal cartilages to cause fractures or injuries.
It is also customary that the forensic doctor takes whatever substances it finds in the body during the autopsy, and examines them (such as finding a bullet in a body), seals it on his own and sends it for examination without informing the prosecution. 

8. In case this packet was inserted forcefully into the mouth of the victim this would entail maximum opening the mouth of the victim, which would need a muscular pressing force on both sides of the jaws, which would leave behind bruises opposite the angles of the jaws. This has not been mentioned in the first forensic report. The tripartite committee did not find any signs of such injuries at the angles of the jaws. 

In case this packet was inserted after the death of the victim there would not be signs of asphyxia and there would be another cause of death. In addition to no signs of congestion or edema of the epiglottis. 

9. The tripartite committee found that the author of the first report who did the first autopsy had dissected the mouth (although this was not mentioned in detail in the report) which is clear from the exhibited picture and the presence of evidence of dissecting intervention and the stitching of the lower lip of the deceased.

The committee did not find any loss of incisors from the mouth of the victim whether in the upper or lower jaw or the right or left side. This has been confirmed by photographs taken by the committee during the second autopsy. 

10. The committee found that the bones of the skull were normal, showing no fractures or injuries, as well as normal scalp showing no traumatic discolorations. We found the dissecting incision at the top of the scale extending behind both ears which is stitched in the way bodies are stitched after autopsy. 
The committee also found a dissecting incision extending from the top of the lower lip through to the pubis passing though the midline of the front of the body, stitched the way the body is stitched after an autopsy. 

The committee found that the brain is like dough as a result of decomposition in view of the burial of the body for a long period of time before exhumation. It was found that the meninges were free of injuries or hemorrhages. This is documented in photographs taken by the committee. 
In addition it was mentioned in the first forensic report that the brain is congested and free of signs of trauma, as well as the meninges. If it did have any evidence of trauma this would have been mentioned by the forensic doctor. 

11. The jamming of a transparent plastic packet with a green plant inside it, i.e. a soft body which can cause congestion and edema while this body is trying to slip through the air passages. 

The more the pressure between the soft body and the wall of the laryngopharynx the more the congestion and edema in the epiglottis indicating that this pressure lasted for a period of time that is not short and enough to cause the edema which may cause narrowing in the distance between the wall of the larynx and the packet. There is nothing technical to prevent that this period may last for up to 15 minutes, more or less, until death. 

In any case the deceased would not have benefited from connecting him to oxygen as long as the packet was stuck in the larynx since its presence would have prevented the oxygen from reaching the lungs. 

(3)  Responding to the objections of the representative of the brother of the victim

I. Regarding the wound present below the lip it was found that this is an autopsy incision. It is non-vital and has been done by the forensic doctor to separate the tissues of the lip from the jaw to identify the condition of the jaw and the soft tissues of the lip from the inside. It was done with a scalpel with an acute blade by the forensic doctor during the autopsy. It has smooth clear cut edges. 

II. The presence of a bruise on the right cheek 3 x 2 cm and another on the left cheek 2 x 2 cm and a bruise on the upper right side of the forehead 2x2 cm and a bruise on the inside of the middle of the upper lip 1 x 1 cm and a bruise on the inside of the middle of the lower lip 1 x 0.5 cm all of which are recent vital traumatic injuries resulting from collision with solid bodies of whatever nature. In view of the different locations of the injuries of the face those injuries result from collision with solid body or bodies of whatever nature, and there is nothing to exclude technically that they could have happened as described. 
III. The presence of five traumatic abrasions on the back of the right and left wrist, it is known that traumatic abrasions can result from friction of solid body or bodies, with a rough surface and there is nothing to exclude technically that they could have happened as described. 

IV. The presence of a stain of blood below the head: It was not shown that there was a cut wound in the head which could have been the source of the bleeding. The blood seen below the head happened during and after the autopsy. The committee did not see any manifestations of internal bleeding or fracture skull. 
V. The edema and acute congestion of the epiglottis is a result of the jam of the packet inside the larynx and the difficulty of its passage through he trachea in view of its big size, resulting in pressure on the tissue of the larynx and the trachea, causing edema of the epiglottis of the trachea. 
VI. Aspiration asphyxia causes manifestations of asphyxia known in all cases of asphyxia. These are severe congestion of the face, cyanosis of the nails and lips, congestion of the eyes and petechiae on the surface of both lungs and dark coloration of the blood. All those manifestations have been documented from the autopsy. 
VII. All the injuries of the face are minor and do not cause death. In addition brain concussion may be associated with loss of consciousness immediately after the beating which is not what happened and has not been mentioned in any of the testimonies. We add that taking samples from the brain is usually done in a case where a brain injury is suspected which has not been proved by the forensic doctor.

The weighing of the brain to diagnose brain concussion is a theoretical piece of information that is not applied practically since it necessitates defining the weight of the brain before the injury (impossible practically) and its weight after the injury, where the difference between the two weights is a result of brain edema as a result of the trauma. This edema does not happen except after a long period of time. In our case the death had happened only a short time ago not enough to form brain edema assuming the presence of brain concussion (which is not the case).

As for the open mouth on the right side it does not mean a fracture of the jaw since the committee did not find any fractures in the jaw. Also the open shift of the mouth to the right side is a result of suturing the lower lip after autopsy. 

Opinion
From all of the above we decide the following: 

1- Exhuming the body of the deceased Khaled Mohamed Said Mohamed and doing an autopsy we observed that the body had been dissected before according to agreed technical rules. 
2- We noted the presence of signs that are in agreement with the injuries documented in the previously issued forensic report no. 740/2010 Alexandria forensic medicine 
We did not find any other traumatic injuries in the body

3- The committee agrees with the conclusion of the previous forensic report that the death of the deceased was a result of aspiration asphyxia as a result of obstruction of air passages by a foreign body (plastic packet) that was found jammed in the laryngopharynx and which by lab investigations was found to be the plant Bango. 

4- It is our opinion that the injuries documented in the previous forensic report, which we found were minor injuries that do not cause death are vital, recent injuries resulting from collision with solid body or bodies of whatever nature, and there is nothing to prevent them happening as a result of beating and pushing during the attempt to control the victim.

5- The committee did not identify any loss of teeth since it found the teeth of the victim complete.

6- The photographs shown to us were taken for the deceased after autopsy showing the stitches taken to suture the lower lip while pushing the lip beneath the jaw. 

7- Analysis of the contents of the bowels of the deceased showed metabolites of Hashish which is in agreement with the statements by the mother during the investigations that her deceased son used to consume hashish.

It was also found that the bowels of the deceased contain Tramadol which is in agreement with the statement by the friend of the deceased that he took narcotic substances before his arrest.  

Written on the 27th of June 2010

Signed by: 

Dr. Adel Mohamed Abdallah El Berri, forensic doctor at the technical office of the chair of the forensic medicine sector

Dr. Ayman Hussein Mohamed Qamar, executive director of the technical officer of the chair of forensic medicine sector

Prof. El Sebai Ahmed El Sebai, chair of the forensic medicine sector and chief forensic doctor. 

